
On  2010 -05 -02 ,  a t  1 :14  PM,  Ryan  ODonne l l  w ro t e :  
 
>  Dr .  B rocco l i ,  
>   
>  Af t e r  d i s cu s s i ng t h i s  amongs t  ou r s e l v e s ,  my  coau tho r s  and  I  do  h ave  
a  conce rn  t h a t  we  f e e l  i s  s t i l l  ou t s t a nd i ng .  
>   
>  Rev i ewe r  A  i s  c l ea r l y  one  o r  mo r e  o f  t h e  au t ho r s  o f  S09 .   Wh i l e  we  
ce r t a i n l y  unde r s t a nd  a l l ow ing  S09  t o  r e v i ew  ou r  wo rk  t o  en su r e  t h a t  
we  d i d  no t  make  any  sub s t an t i a l  m i s t ake s  du r i ng  t h e  r e p l i c a t i on ,  
g iven  t h a t  ou r  r ep l i c a t i on  was  ex ac t  a nd  t h e  r ev i ewe r  had  no  conce rn s  
i n  t h i s  a r e a ,  t h i s  i s s u e  h a s  b e en  adequa t e l y  add r e s s ed .   The  r ev i ewe r  
ha s  an  obv iou s  conf l i c t  o f  i n t e r e s t  -  one  t h a t  l e d  t o  numerous  
mis s t a t emen t s  o f  f ac t .   We  have  p rovi d ed  a  t ho rough  r e spons e  t o  t ho s e  
mis s t a t emen t s ,  c omp l e t e  w i t h  t h e  c a l cu l a t i on s  t h a t  s how them  t o  b e  
i n co r r e c t .  
>   
>  Ou r  conce rn  i s  t ha t  du r i ng  r e - r ev i ew ,  we  w i l l  f i nd  o u r s e l v e s  
sub j e c t ed  t o  a  s imi l a r  b a r r age  o f  m i s s t a t emen t s  a nd  unsub s t an t i a t ed  
op in i on  ( i . e . ,  l i k e  t h e  r ev i ewe r ' s  s t a t emen t s  t h a t  ou r  s e a sona l  
t r end s  s omehow  ma t ched  S09 ' s ) .   We  f ee l  i t  wou ld  b e  unr e a sonab l e  and  
un f a i r  t o  expec t  u s  t o  con t i nue  t o  r e spond  t o  t h i s  k i n d  o f  
r ev i ew .   Such  a  p r oce s s  wou ld  e s s en t i a l l y  amoun t  t o  g a t e k eep ing  by  
t h e  au t ho r s  b e i ng  c r i t i c i z ed ,  wh i ch  i s  obv iou s l y  no t  i n  t h e  b e s t  
i n t e r e s t  o f  t h e  s c i e n ce .  
>   
>  Wi th  t h i s  i n  m ind ,  we  wou ld  l i k e  t o  make  two  r eque s t s .    F i r s t ,  
doe s  AMS have  a  w r i t t e n  con f l i c t - o f - i n t e r e s t  po l i c y  w i t h  r e spec t  t o  
r ev i ews?   We  have  been  unab l e  t o  l o c a t e  s u ch  a  po l i c y ,  a nd  i f  one  
ex i s t s ,  we  wou ld  g r e a t l y  app r e c i a t e  i f  one  o f  you r  ed i t o r i a l  s t a f f  
cou ld  f o rwa rd  t h e  po l i c y  t o  u s .   S e c ond ,  we  wou ld  app r ec i a t e  knowing  
you r  p l an s  s hou ld  Rev i ewe r  A  r a i s e  a dd i t i ona l  conce rn s .   We  f e e l  t h a t  
i t  wou ld  b e  un f a i r  t o  expec t  u s  t o  c on t i nue  t o  r e spond i n  t h e  s ame  
manne r  a s  we  we r e  r equ i r ed  t o  r e spond  t o  t h e  i n i t i a l  r ev i ew .  
>   
>  La s t l y ,  we  h ad  o ne  m ino r  ob s e rva t i on  we  wou ld  l i k e  t o  make .   I n  
you r  r ep l y ,  you  s t a t ed  t h a t  t h e  ma jo r i t y  o f  t h e  r ev i ewe r s  h ad  
r e commended  ma jo r  r ev i s i on s .   Ou r  r e ad  o f  Rev i ews  B  and  C ,  howeve r ,  
i nd i c a t e  m ino r  r ev i s i on s .   Rev i ew  A  ( t h e  r ev i ew  w i t h  t he  con f l i c t  o f  
i n t e r e s t )  wa s  t h e  on l y  r ev i ew  t h a t  r ecommended  ma jo r  r ev i s i on s .   We  
were  wonde r i ng  i f  add i t i ona l  commun i ca t i on  b e tween  t h e  r e v i ewe r s  h ad  
t a k en  p l a c e?  
>   
>  Thank  you  f o r  you r  con s i d e r a t i on .  
>   
>  Bes t  r e ga rd s ,  
>  Ryan  O 'Donne l l  
 


