Recl 3q17 lecture 12
Credibility and trustworthiness of qualitative research 

Credibility and Trustworthiness
-big question: should I trust that what I am reading is true? (

-in other words, what makes you belvie that hwat you are reading is a true reflection of your participants experiences?

-what can researchers do to ensure they have prepared a credible report?

-what can they do to help their readers believe their story is credible?

-trustworthiness is established in multiple ways.

-data collection, analysis, and presentation of the report 

Trustworthiness in data collection:

-what can researchers do to ensure they are gathering data of what is really going on?

-Prolonged engagement: time in the field!

-Persistent observation: an observation plan (not something that is unique or rare, but something that actually exists, (not something happening by accident)

-Triangulation: collecting data using multiple sources, methods, investigators

-looking for complementarity (does there seem to be a pattern that occurs?)

-Negative case analysis: looking for disconfirming evidence of hunches and theories

-this helps ensure that you don’t inappropriately “fit” the data to your theories

-External audits: would another person code that data similar to you? (intercoder reliability

Attention to subjectivity: Examine your assumptions about what you think you will find

Member checking: showing your data (i.e. transcripts), analysis, and/or interpretation to your participants

Documentation of research methods: Presenting your research plan, changes and limitations (times, interviews)

Thick rich description: descriptions adds validity, or “truth value” to your study

-description is also important for transferability-whether findings apply to other contexts

Qualitative research: current directions:

-increased sensitivity to issues of power and authority has encouraged a rethinking of research design and implementation

-Traditional inquiry: authority resides with the researcher (they’ve been taught know the best way-how to research and analyze)

-New focus: research as a tool for empowerment

One Approach: Critical theory:

-critical theory: research with emancipatory aims (help change the world or community)

· The goal: To transform unequal power relations (not finding norms, but putting tools in to places that need it the most)

· Critical research aims to reveal power centres, hidden agendas and assumptions or practices that repress and constrain

-whereas traditional research studies “what is” critical research studies what “should be”

-research with a social justice orientation

-critical research pays attention to oppressed and marginalized groups

-what are some examples of RECL areas that would benefit from research from a critical perspective? (designing for those with disabilities and having them help to design

Exam---Theres a difference between social planners and getting all ppl involved*

-feminist theory is a subset of critical- help those who need help 

Final Exam:

TH 325 9am-11am

30%

4 parts (130 points)

MC- 10 for 2 points –20 points

Short Answer- 45 points (about 9 or maybe less)

Discussion and explanation-45 points

Coding-20 points

On exam:

-all lecture material

-all textbook material

-exam is comprehensive, however it is more heavily weighted toward material that does not overlap with course assignments

-it is also a test of your ability to convey this knowledge in an efficient maneer-so look over the exam and plan well

Short answer: one of 2 

What is one advantage to collecting data through field 

A:

Discussion and explanation: longer, more thoughtful responses that communicate complex ideas or issues. Use All of the space you have been allotted (and write small but ligibly).

-explain what is meant by the concept “research as instrument” and how this idea relates to qualitative research.

-desengagment is always a challenging task in qualitative research. Explain the idea of disengagement and the issues that accompany (expian and disucess with example from class or seminar)

Coding Section: you will be proided with a one-page transcript excerpt and will be expected to code it. Write codes directly on exam script

-evaluated on: coding system, organization of transcript into meaning units, codes tht capture meaning

-you will not need to record codes on a master list

