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Presenting findings
-from categories to communication

Presentation of data
-presentation of data involves communicating the data analysis and interpretation to the intended audiences

-main piece: A written presentation of your findings, supported with data

-you ward to present your findings in an interesting and informative narrative

-(scientific, objective but try to implement thoughts, feelings, but is often difficult)

Steps for the written report
-prioritize your outcomes- put your most important finding/ category first

-select REPRESENTATIVE exerpts from the data to illustrate the category

-you can also paraphrase, summarize or list other related points in your write-up

-(you should not excuse the fact that you are a human being experiencing these things)

Writing Process:

Being already!

-jotting notes

-plan plan plan

-write damnit ( get something there)

-revise and edit 

-proofread

Writing Style
-write using active sentences and descriptive words, avoid jargon, and let your personality shine through

-see Esterberg for additional writing tips

-think of audience

Other forms of presentation
-experiences are complex. Written reports are good at conveying some aspects of experience (stories) but less strong in other areas.

-How else can experience be represented?

-visual and poetic representation

Visual representation
-visual representation: models, drawings, diagrams ( in conjunction with other forms)

-visual representation encourages complex data analysis

For example: are your categories connected to each other in any meaningful way?

(links, connections)

-can these relationships be captured in an illustration, metaphor or diagram?

-diagrams can take different forms, ideally, they communicate some of the complex relationsips between aspects of the experience

Poetic Representation:

-a form of “creative analytic practice” in which researchers transgress the boundaries of traditional academic writing, in an attempt to capture different aspects of experience

-includes poems, dramas and more!

-good for capturing emotions, essences and expressions

Glesne’s process for poetic transcription
-involves constructing a poems out of your respondent’s words

-use your own transcript

-begin by pulling out key phrases, words, or metaphors from your transcript

-feel free to take some poetic license, rearrange change tenses, rephrase. But as much as possible, keep the respondent’s words intact

-consider sharing it with your respondent.

Intrepretation of Findings:

-interpretation addresses the significance of what they found out (i.e. the “so what” question).

-what does it all mean? (convey what was found and why its important)

-here is where you try to situate these experiences within a social context

-look for larger structures (social, historical, cultural, ideological) to explain this life experience and how people make sense of them. (way to wrap up report)

Examples of Interpretations:

-Eating disorder study:

-family as a mediator for cultural ideas around thinness

-bullimia as a control strategy within family environment

Addiction to exercise:

-revovles around western cultures addiction to thinness

Personal reflection:

-reflect on the experience and process of qualitiative data analysis

-what was it like for you? What did you learn?

What might you do differently next time around?

-can you think of a metaphor to capture the process?

-linkes to sources will strengthen this section

