Recl 3q17 Lecture 10
Data Analysis
Systematic data analysis process
1. familiarization

2. organization

3. open coding

4. identification of categories and themes

5. refinement of coding

6. presentation

from coding to categories
-coding is condensing and summarizing your data into “meaning units”

(useful to use words that participants actually use themselves, rather than putting words into their mouth, or putting in meaning that goes beyond the scope of what they are trying to say- Indigenous language is what this is)

--master code list-is like a summary of your data it tells you everything that is in there

-at this point you need to create an organizational framework for your data you need to categorize it

-(like organizing in your closet-pink vs. white, trashy vs. classy to easily see whats available to us

Organizaing data into categories
-recurring ideas themes perspectives descriptions practices that emerge from the data

-categories:

-identifiying categories is the most intellectual and challenging phase of data analysis

-where they can make the claims as social scientists

How to organize codes into categories:

-there are many different ways to organize codes into categories

-you may have a priori categories

-in our case, we will follow an inductive approach (if it does, how do we collect this into meaningful categories

-we will use our research questions as guides for this process 

For paper-(code and categorize. For an excellent paper-go beyond questions raised or move beyond rec and leisure and see what could be a reason)

Coding and Categorising Workout:

-“people in your line of work have to deal with clients that range from rude or aggressive, through lonely or unfortunate, to pleasant, or interesting. How do you feel about most of your clients?”

An example to illustrate this point
-take a look at transcripts: develop codes that be applied to data

-apply those codes to you transcripts

-how could you organize these codes into meaningful groups?

-each organization is valuable and justifiable (depend on your purpose)

-date analysis is a similar process of sorting, categorizing, grouping and regrouping data into piles “chunks” that are meaningful 

Code- Social work and business

Female: Business

Friendly conversation

Listens to problems and complaints

Similarities to a therapist

Male:  Business Sex with selective clients

Selective

Good judge of character

Clean, how people look

Money and Sex

No feelings

Creating categories inductively:

-examine your master code list

-use the “look like/feel like” test:

-does this code look like or feel like the same 

-examine your masters code list

-if your see a prominent idea, try it out as a category

-examine your data for other codes that match this category

Making categories:

-after you have exhausted your search for the first category, begin your search for your second prominent idea

-examine your data for codes that match this category

Focusing Categories:

-at first run-through you may find you have many, many categories

-this is OK at first, but you do need to condense

-look for categories with similar meaning

-categories can (and should) have sub-categories

Re-defining and Defining Categories:

-eventually you will have a reasonable number of chunks of data into categories and sub-categories: your data has “stabilized”

-now define your categories and “sub categories”

-this definition should become part of your written report

Defining a category:
-example sub-category “why clients use services

-example definition “rationale given by sex worker to why clients utilize their services in the sense that they are lacking something in their lives

-support with examples, illustrations, queations from your data

(Keep quotes short, few sentences at most, more-seems like lack of analysis)

Refinement of coding:

-once categories are generated, it is necessary to revisit the data

-goal: systematically find evidence to support main categories

evidence: examples, situations, that really highlight the category

-your theme must be grounded in the data

-still analysis going on: -take a situation and apply it to a case, often you are going into trouble because you have to back up your claim

-have to do more research to see if it actually fits

Complex Data analysis:
-after categories are identified, you should explore the potential of relationships between the categories

-are categories connected to each other in a meaningful way?

-can these connections be illustrated in a diagram or metaphor?

Data Analysis Assignment:

-begin by reading articles (data) and writing summaries and memos

-open code the data –it will help you for what you looked at

-begin process of category generation-media, role of experts, discussion around causes/solutions, might have to recode that data

Presenting findings:

-follow a thematic analysis approach:

organize in a thematic logical way

For example if in several of the articles one of the notable causes of obesity is video games

Do they critically examine it?

Do they just say it’s the cause, or do they look at it much more problematically?

Can use I

-using active sentences and descriptive words, avoid jargon

Data analysis assignment report
-think of a title that captures essence of the study

-also have a brief intro to the study-and why its important (use some of the facts from the articles why this is a problem)-quotes, examples, illustrations

-Main themes, supported with data

what were the research themes/questions?

-role of experts

-role of rec/leisure

-causes/solution

-role of parents

-finish with brief summary 

-time-consuming and required disciplined attention

-be creative and fascinating 

-there are many solutions to it, try to make it enjoyful and meaningful 

-do open coding in seminar would be helpful

