Recl 3Q17 Lecture 9
Goals of data analysis
-make sense of massive amounts of data

-reduce the volume of information

-construct a framework for communicating the essence of what the data reveals

-indenfity significant patterns and relationships

-capture the complexity of the data

Data Analysis
-What is it? The process of systematically organised data, of bringing meaning that tells a coherent story but also communicates that story to others.

-data analysis is a two part process: 1/ organizing (separating and arranging data so that it can be more easily described) 2/ interpretation (reflecting on data, assign codes and see what those codes reveal to you, what does the data as a whole tell you)

-(think back to grounded theory, constant analysis of data, ongoing process)

Data analysis….

-data analysis is rarely a discrete step in qualitative inquiry; it is enmeshed with data collection and report writing

 *web ct chart
Data collection   Data Analysis

-stop and end to when collection in finished and then analysis

2nd model:

most of the work is data collection and just a little bit of analysis

-an ongoing process

Metaphor of a data analysis 

Spiral 

-rather than a stop and start, analysis is never finished because data collection is never finished.

Personal nature of data collection
-is custom built- relies on research constitution and insights

-it’s a choreography-theres an element of design and intellectual reflection

Early data analysis
-the questions you ask will foreshadow your analysis

(if not then you were doing something wrong)

-early memos or theories, similarities, differences, something that stands out at a collection level

-are things consistent or radically different

-early data analysis takes place during study conception and data collection

-the question you ask foreshadow your analysis

(need to be open to things that disprove your hypothesis)

In field notes: 

In Interviews: 

Systematic Data Analysis Process
1/ fimiliarization-what does the data look like, 

2/then organizing it with fine codes, or demographic variables

3/open codes

 4/Then identify categories and themes-moves it to a more abstract level

5/ refinement of coding

6/ presentation is it organized in a communicated fashion

1.Fimiliarization:

-read transcript or field notes several times, so you have a clear idea of labels

Memos:
-when something occurs to you, write it down

-a think piece where you reflect on what you read, what am I learning here?

-what seems to be emerging across more than one transitions

-what is unique about this story

(more than field notes because they are observations about the data, field notes are observations about something.)

2. Organization:
-need to be able to access things easily, and given for the most part that it is textual often that is difficult

-needs to label transcript with dates, numbers, line counts, letters, pseudonyms-your system should easily link data to its source

-your data needs to be easily retrievable

3. Open coding:
-condensing data into meaningful units and summarize into “chunks of meaning”

-that data is developed inductively

-large amount of data in which we need to extract meaning

What is a “meaning unit?”

-a chunk of data that is focused on one idea or topic

-one way to look at it is answers to a question
-someone’s response to a particular situation

4.Coding a transcript:
-bracket, highlight, underline

-creating codes need to be descriptive, terms people use themselves can be helpful

4 Steps.

1. Recording Codes:

-do this so you don’t run into the problem of having a bunch of codes that are similar or related to each other

(Record all codes on a master’s code list)

Masters code list-is like a summary of your data, it tells you everything that is in there!

2. Identifying Categories:
Categories: referring ideas, themes, practices and perspectives that emerge from the data

-identifying categories is the most intellectually challenging phase of data analysis

(when you begin to see patterns, and general relationships, connections)

-requires focuses attention, creativity, and heightened awareness

-

3.Categories: how do you know what is important?
-put together concepts that apply to your data

-may have a priori categories: ideas and concepts that the analyst brings to the data from the literature

4. Refinement of Coding:

-sensitizing concepts, when our concern and focus is on what the data means within the context that it is produced

-these concepts are based upon our research question

-taking a more inductive approach to what emerges in the data

-more focused

-once categories are created, it is often necessary to…..

5. Refinement of coding:

-once categories are generated, it is necessary to recode the data

Goal: to systematically find the evidence 

Evidence: (examples, illustrations, sources of support such as a quote)

-Your themes must be grounded in the data (exist in data)
-headings, organization chunks of data that correspond to the heading

-have category of heading, organize chunks of data that correspond with headings

-still analysis going on: categories can be refined, especially if data cannot be foun to support the category

6. Presentation of Data:

-communicationg the data analysis and interpretation

-what your are going to frame it on,

will it be written form or will there be visual analsysis

-include a description, analysis and interpretation

-writeen and visual, written report, literary aids, visual aids (can take many forms)

-can uses poems, drama and so on

