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Evaluating Qualitative Methods from the journal article: 

Outley, C. & Floyd, M. (2002). “The Home They Live In: Inner City Children's Views on the Influence of Parenting Strategies on Their Leisure Behavior.” Leisure Sciences, 24, 161-179. 

1.  The topic of this study is parental strategies and how inner city parents influence their children’s leisure behaviour.  The key concepts in this study are parenting strategies, family life, children’s leisure behaviour, safety issues in the inner city, social and economic welfare, lack of opportunities such as educational and recreational and limited resources.

2. The research problem being addressed is how these children utilize their leisure opportunities despite the interpersonal and structural constraints they are faced with such as parents acting as gatekeepers and lack of money.  This research also addresses negative forms of leisure and safety issues that occur in the socially isolated neighbourhoods such as violence, drug-use and drug dealing in which caregivers try to protect their children from.

3. The purpose of this research was to observe and describe how parental strategies facilitate and complicate children’s leisure experiences in the context of African-Americans in socially isolated neighbourhoods through lived conditions and varied social contexts.
4. This research was conducted through inductive theorization where the research was done and theories arose based on the results of the socialization.  Although they were basing their probing questions on a few theoretical perspectives that was just to help them think of questions to probe about, and they built their ideas and generated questions from there.  The research did not continue to operationalize these theories and test if they were plausible.  Rather an inductive method was taken where they studied, examined and analyzed the children through interviews.  In doing so, they developed a clearer picture of the social world and the context of leisure that occurs in the Third Ward neighbourhood.  The information they collected they analyzed and coded the data and developed theories within the context of the study.  The themes that that were developed through the grounded approach on parenting strategies and children’s leisure were: utilization of activities with kinship networks, arrangers of leisure activities, isolation and confinement and chaperonage (Outley & Floyd, 2002, p.167).

5.  Due to the subjective nature of this social research conducted on a group of African-Americans from a socially isolated neighbourhood there is the potential to harm individuals through the perception and findings that the researchers gathered from the study.  This studied abided to the code of ethics in terms of confidentiality and informed consent, which is one of the most important aspects of contemporary social research.  The researcher’s ensured that they had children’s assent and parental consent before following through with the study and strict codes of confidentiality were followed in the audio taped interviews (Outley & Floyd, 2002, p.166).  Although the researchers did what they could to maintain confidentiality a potential ethical conflict could arise as it is difficult to retain this information when studying a small community.  The researchers used pseudonyms throughout the research for all the participant’s names (Outley & Floyd, 2002, p. 167), but even a few details about a person could be enough to give away their identity such as the description about Jaime’s mom (Outley & Floyd, 2002, p. 171).               
This research does not show clear benefits to society although the researchers were able to find new insights on monitoring and supervision strategies to protect the children from risk for the purpose of their research they did not use this information for the betterment of society.  The researchers mentioned how their findings could be beneficial for future research in terms of how cultural processes shape and affect leisure behaviour but did not design anything for the present study as to how to minimise the potential of harm. 

6. Overall, this research design was done fairly well although there is always room for improvement as there is no such thing as a perfect research project.  In terms of the quality of the research there are certain strengths and weaknesses that can be discussed.  

Strengths:  1.  The researchers performed inductive research of good quality as they were able to see patterns and make connections of behaviours and ways of life as they gathered the data and made sense of it.  

2. The researchers used an interview guide that was open-ended and flexible (Outley & Floyd, 2002, p. 166), and therefore were able to probe the participants and find out more detailed and specific information about certain events.  This was beneficial because their flexibility allowed them to learn what to ask about and tailor to what is actually going on, rather than having set questions that do not properly cover the context of the study.

3. The researchers effectively recorded what the participants had to say through audiotape and were able to make good analytical reflections from the information provided by the participants, which are reflected in the themes in the findings section.

Limitations: 1.  There is no limitations section in this article, which is very important to notify the reader of the shortcomings of the study.  Sporadic comments of how certain criteria is limited within the context of the study is not enough information to provide the reader and all the setbacks should be stated.

2. This study used purposive sampling in contrast to random sampling because their goal was more focussed on theoretical significance than statistical significance.  Therefore, this study cannot generalize about a whole race in socially isolated neighbourhoods or even the Third Ward, as the people who participated were all identified as “at-risk” (defined as failure to pass the Texas Assessment Test of Academic skills) and being from low-income households (Outley & Floyd, 2002, p.165).

3. This study is limited because it was only done on children who gave assent and if their parent’s gave consent and therefore is not reflective of everybody.

4. This study is limited because the researcher was an observer and not full member of the society and therefore only a certain level of interaction occurred between them.

