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This article is a case study of the effectiveness of voluntary programs in promoting higher environmental performance at the Sustaianble Slopes Program in western United States between 2001 and 2005.  It found no evidence from a five-year analysis to decide the ski areas require an independent third-party monitoring of its environmental practices.  

The environment and economic circumstances are extremely different from the Wakatobi National Park,  which limits the comparison form of this case.  A third party volunteer group may be very useful in certain situations to help raise awareness to locals about conservation management, expansion management and wildlife and habitat management.  Although the applicability in the Wakatobi may be very debatable as Westerner’s may bring social issues as well as use up their limited resources.  
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This article discusses the role of watershed management in ensuring clean drinking water.  It shows how the governments policies ensure careful consideration of stakeholders’ interests as well as the basis of scientific understanding of health and environmental risks.  It emphasizes the balance of short and long-term policies the benefits of an on-going process, which incorporates public participation into the development of policies.  Other strong components in the policy are regulatory, market and incentive-based, information provision and the impacts of sustainability of both water quantity and quality.

Watershed management is relevant to conservation projects at the Wakatobi National Park as it touches on watershed programmes designed to minimise the risks from transportation (especially spills), residential issues such as sewage, agriculture, recreational use and natural sources.  Presently there are residential issues on water quality issues and these will only grow in scope if tourism development takes place.  Therefore a clear understanding of the risk of water quality, treatment and distribution should be understood by the locals and operators, so that locals do not have to deal with the environmental and health consequences from poor watershed management.

19.  Hawkins, J.P & Roberts, C.M. (1993).  Effects of Recreational Scuba Diving on Coral Reefs: Trampling on Reef-Flat Communities.  Journal of Applied Ecology, 30, 25-30.  Retrieved June 21st, 2007 from http://www.jstor.org.dbgw.lis.curtin.edu.au/view/00218901/di996063/99p0281d/0
This article is based on a case study near Sharm-el-Sheikh in Egypt of how coral growth is affected by trampling and on the carrying capacity of reefs for tourism.  The research compared two research sites; one that was heavily trampled against and one that was a little trampled control area.  This study suggested that trampling did not alter abundances of different coral morphologies.  This article also stated that testing at the Great Barrier Reef had shown that, after 2 months, the coral had nearly 100% survived the damage, although the tissue repair may have otherwise gone to other forms of growth and development.  This study did show concern as the growth rate of 2-3 species had decreased and the life expectancy of broken colonies could have been altered.  This study showed no significant differences in trampled and untrampled areas in terms of fragmentation.


This article is highly relevant for planning eco-tourism, as the impact of eco-tourism on coral is a primary concern, and this article provides benchmark information in a highly comparable context.  There is information and tips for the responsible snorkeller which can help minimize biological effects whilst having tourists.  These results are very encouraging for suggesting the possibility of nature-based tourism, ecotourism and research-based tourism without long-term adverse impact on the coral at the Wakatobi National Park.  Although this is limited as the majority of volunteers at the Wakatobi are divers.
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          This article has a social focus on sustainability, proposing greater priority for community participation and poverty alleviation in light of issues such as global integration, international tourism, employment and economic improvements.  It highlights the consequences of tourism for small developing islands, including environmental degradation, threatened natural landscapes, pollution of fresh water sources, shortages of local supply and the alteration of animals feeding patterns and behaviour.  It highlights a case study of a small fishing village in India’s Kerala state, where the tourism sector collapsed after 2 decades of fast growth and inadequate disposal of solid waste.  

The context of this case study is relevant for the Wakatobi National Park as it also deals with an under-developed rural fishing village. This article is also relevant as it touches on potential long-term problems, showing that failure to ensure environmental preservation can undermine the fundamental premise of ecotourism. 
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This article is from the perspective of a human geographer, discussing responsible environmental behaviour and pro-environmental practices in sustainable consumption behaviour.  Most of the article consists of a brief history and similarities and differences of human geography and environmental psychology.

It was only of minor relevance to tourism at the Wakatobi National Park, as it was primarily focused on how scientists can study human consumption to determine solutions on sustainable living, rather than giving insights on development policy.  
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This article discusses cultural development from several angles, including: the creative sector, cultural planning, cultural policy, philosophical and economic perspectives, cultural heritage, technology, arts management and artists.  It deals with a broad range of disciplines, including, but not limited to, sociology, political science, management, economics, law, arts education, history and art history, and museum studies, as well as more applied policy and management perspectives.  It is an introduction and there are no in depth explanations.

Culture is a strong component of the Kaledupians at the Wakatobi National Park. They take pride in their cultural commodities and there is potential to sell their crafts in tourist season. However, this article is only an introduction and not particularly relevant to how to develop this potential.
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This article outlines the social justice and manufacturing problems that occur in weakly regulated sweat shop settings, discussing how to solve sweatshop problems and how to mobilize consumers to take responsibility and effect corporate change. 

This article is not relevant to the issue of how to maintain sustainability whilst developing tourism at the Wakatobi National Park.  Although from a philosophical standpoint, upon reading the article is may led one to reconsider how they value consumption as part of their social lives and could be pertinent to how they consume natural capital on the island of Wakatobi.    
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This article discusses how policies can minimize people-park conflict at the Masoala National Park, Madagascar and enhance local benefits.  It emphasizes the importance of eco-tourism being kept in small numbers as the appeal to the destination is the qualities of seclusion, beauty and charm.  It also showed how eco-tourism cannot solely provide conservation benefits to all residents of a protected area region and therefore a combination of other strategies such as export of farming goods needs to occur. It shows the potential for generating foreign exchange and other economic benefits to this remote area.  It refers to the need to train park guides of awareness raising and conservation functions such as map reading, first aid, flora and fauna and the customs of other cultures so cross-cultural conflicts are less likely to occur.  
The Masoala National Park is a relevant learning model as the parks share similarities such as difficult access, a challenging climate and past political issues. Merely getting to the Wakatobi National Park entails a local flight and a 2-day ship adventure, which re-inforces the need to maintain this ideal of remoteness. At present, the Wakatobi National Park only has research tourists for three months of the year and is also affected by unpredictable weather, which may affect a tourist’s decision to come. Thus there is a need to continue farming and adopt other economic alternatives. 

25.  Wherry, F.F. (2006).  The nation-state, identity management, and indigenous crafts: Constructing markets and opportunities in Northwest Costa Rica.  Ethnic and Racial Studies 29 (1), 124-154.  Retrieved June 22, 2007 from http://www.informaworld.com.dbgw.lis.curtin.edu.au/smpp/content~content=a727413619
This article shows how artisans have created a place for themselves in the markets by creating souvenir items for tourists in Northwest Costa Rica.  It shows how locals can maintain culture whilst earning an income and a means to survive in a rural inhabitant.

In previous surveys with Operation Wallacea, the locals at the Wakatobi National Park saw the most potential from Westernized tourism occurring in the potential to sell their craft.  This would be a way to maintain a strong sense of pride in their culture as well as the tourists will view these artisans in high regard.  At current the Kaledupans traditional art for tourists is underdeveloped therefore this article is insightful as it emphasizes the preservation and promotion of indigeneous cultures through their works of art.
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This article outlines community-based management at the Nyungwe Forest that involves local people in resource management by incorporating their ideas, experiences, values, and capabilities and sharing the benefits of management.  From this, locals can generate a sense of ownership and pride as well as draw in income. A community-based approach is very important to this forest reserve as it faces the issue of highly endangered owl-faced monkeys, so co-operation is deemed as very important to conserve biological processes.  This study uses a SWOT analysis to measure the strength, weaknesses, opportunities and threats of their management tools.

This article is a positive case study that shows the benefits of having locals actively engaged in law enforcement, conservation education to local communities, eco-tourism, professional training, and scientific research.  These aspects are all important tools to manage sustainability at the Wakatobi National Park.  There is a lot of emphasis on the biological realm at the Wakatobi National Park and this article shows the benefits of having professional training so the locals can see the social benefits.  
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This article defines and explains the relatively new phenomena of research eco-tourism and the positive nature of the socio-cultural impacts that can be perceived by the host communities as well as the economic benefits if done effectively, using the Operation Wallacea research based tourism to prove this point.  The aim of the volunteer work is to meet longer-term conservation objectives whilst offering fieldwork for university students to do their dissertation projects.  

Researchers studying cultural impact conducted surveys on Kaledupan villages to gather information on the perceived impacts of the presence of Operation Wallacea on the local economy and culture.  Fortunately it was one of acceptance and enthusiasm, as it allows them to feel a sense of pride in their region, although the scientific rationale for this was not commonly recognized.  There was a particular sense of excitement from the children as they recognized the opportunity to improve their English and the opportunity for sporting activities.  As maintaining cultural values is highly important to the locals, some members of the women’s group in one of the villages were a little worried about the children wanting to copy Westerners clothing, which is intolerable in their culture.  There was also a bit of concern over the younger generation witnessing conduct between sexes inappropriate to their local norms, as well as the consumption of alcohol among Westerners.  Operation Wallacea has taken the precautions to warn participants about this via their website and emails.

In an economic sense, the locals were aware of the income-generating opportunities, although the benefits are limited as they are dependent upon the possession of capital or personal attributes such as English skills. Handicrafts and food have also allowed a variety of community members to participate, such as the elderly and the women.  The economy must be cooperative to ensure that rivalry between the villages does not occur and cause economic disempowerment within host communities.  This article recognizes the long-term prospect of this form of research based tourism as it is less vulnerable to external political influences than other forms of eco-tourism which typically involving older individuals who require more comfortable, westernized destinations.

This article is very informative for a research based volunteer who is undertaking fieldwork in a developing country.  This article acts as a detailed guide for rules at the Wakatobi and is very important, if not essential to those who are volunteering for Operation Wallacea in Indonesia.  
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This article discusses how leisure provision in protected areas in Indonesia, requires more attention and market awareness if the benefits of tourism are to be maximized.   It outlines the special interest markets such as bird-watchers and divers that are attracted to parks with reasonably straightforward access such as North Sumatra and East Java.  Bantimurung in South Sulawesi was found to be popular with the domestic population.  It helps to get a better understanding of the main motivations and popular destinations for domestic and international travellers in Indonesia.   This article concludes that a much stronger link needs to be communicated concerning the ecological and economic significance of national parks to build public support and awareness of tourism and cultural affiliations.  

By getting a better understanding of special interest groups such as the divers it can help to promote eco-tourism at the Wakatobi National Park.  The Kaledupans at the Wakatobi National Park and tour operators can learn from mistakes of other national parks such as Bromo, where 37.5% of tourists were detracted from their experience because of the litter, commercialization, lack of information and crowding .
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This is an article that outlines the objectives of Operation Wallacea and their conservation efforts at the Wakatobi National Park in Sulawesi.  The Operation Wallacea Trust was set up to provide greater donations towards the conservation of biodiversity in the areas in which Operation Wallacea is working.  By offering research positions to conservation tourists it allows them to gain information on the worldwide picture of this industry, as well as country-to-country comparisons.  Considering the nature of this research, they classify the tourists committing to this project as ‘hard’ tourists. This is because of the large costs and long haul travel time to get to the national which park which requires very committed volunteers.  This is an inherent limitation in promoting this form of tourism. Research is conducted not only on the site, but on the researchers themselves to ensure the quality of the conservation products are kept high and to continue to have volunteers that are deeply engaged in the projects.    
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Their mission was to work with Ya'axche Conservation Trust (YCT) - a southern Belize-based NGO- the local government and the private sector in Belize in developing an independent evaluation of the growth and income generating potential of the eco-tourism market in Southern Belize. 

